


The Department of Procurement Services is committed to Communications and Outreach, 
which is key to keeping citizens informed of bid opportunities, new programs, and 
innovations.

Also ensure that you download a copy of our most recent Consolidated Buying Plan. This is 
a 15-month forecast including hundreds of upcoming opportunities for 14 city agencies. To 
download go to: www.chicago.gov/dps 

We encourage you to follow on our website www.chicago.gov/dpsfor the latest news, 
updates, and our calendar of events. Go online and sign up for our Email Newsletter: DPS 
Alerts full of news that you can use. Follow us on social media to stay informed:

o   Facebook: www.facebook.com/ChicagoDPS

o   Twitter: @ChicagoDPS

o   Youtube: www.YouTube.com/ChicagoDPS

o   DPS Alerts: www.chicago.gov/DPS and click on the letter icon and sign-up

http://www.chicago.gov/dps
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ÁSmall Business Initiative (SBI) Construction

ÁMid-sized Business Initiative (MBI) for Construction

ÁNon-Construction Mid-Sized Business Initiative 
(NMBI)

ÁDiversity Credit

ÁMentor/Protégé

ÁTarget Market Program

ÁPhased Graduation Program



Program Goal:  Designed to encourage small businesses to participate in 
City-funded construction projects under $3 million in total cost.

Key Points:

Á Small local businesses are exclusive bidders
o The principal place of business and the majority of full-time, 

regular work force must be located in Six-County Region
Á Two Tiers ςSmall Business Initiative (SBI) I and II

o SBI I ςEstimated Project Cost between $2,000,000-$3,000,000
Å Bidders may not exceed SBA size standards and Certification 

PNW Limits
o SBI II ςEstimated Project Cost less than $2 million 
Å Bidders may not exceed ½ SBA size standards and ½ 

Certification PNW Limits
Á Small business must perform the majority of the work with its own 

forces and/or subcontractors who are small local businesses

Municipal Code: 2-92-710



Program Goal:  Designed to increase small and mid-sized business 
participation in City-funded construction projects between $3 million 
and $20 million in total cost.

Key Points:
Á Small and mid-sized local businesses are exclusive bidders

o The principal place of business and the majority of full-time, 
regular work force must be located in Six-County Region

Á Two Tiers ςMBI I and II
o MBI I ςEstimated project cost between $10,000,000-

$20,000,000
Å Bidder may not exceed 2 times SBA size standard and 2 

times Certification PNW limits
o MBI II - Estimated project cost between $3,000,000-$10,000,000
Å Bidder may not exceed 1 ½ times SBA size standard and 1 ½ 

times Certification PNW limits
Á!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ рм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ a.9Ωǎ ƻǿƴ 

forces or subcontractors who are mid-sized local businesses 

Municipal Code: 2-92-800 et seq.



Program Goal:  Designed to increase small and mid-sized 
business participation in City-funded non-construction projects 
between $3 million and $10 million in total cost.

Key Points:
ÁSmall and mid-sized local businesses are exclusive bidders

o The principal place of business and the majority of full-
time, regular work force must be located in Six-County 
Region

ÁEstimated project cost between $3,000,000-$10,000,000
o Bidder may not exceed 1 ½ times Certification Size 

Standard
ÁMBE must perform at least 51% of the work with its own 

forces or subcontractors who are mid-sized local businesses 

Municipal Code: 2-92-1000 et seq.



Program Goal:  Designed to increase the participation of MBEs 
and WBEs in private contracts (not funded by a governmental 
entity) by making such participation eligible for credit toward 
M/WBE goals on City contracts.

Key Points:

ÁM/WBE must perform direct, commercially useful function.
ÁM/WBE work must be in area of specialty certified by City.
Á$1 of credit for every $3 earned by M/WBE vendors.
ÁMaximum amount of credit for a City contract is 5%.
ÁCredits may only be used once and expire after 1 year.
ÁPrivate sector contract may not have affirmative action goals.

Municipal Code: 2-92-530 and 2-92-720(e).
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